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surprising that numerous expeditions were organized for
observing the complex phenomena involved.

The weather conditions were favourable at most if not
at all the observing stations, and valuable results were ob-
tained. It may be noted that the duration of totality was
less than had been calculated by several seconds, and that
therefore the lunar tables appear to need correction.

The heat of the corona was examined with a bolometer,
and was found to be positive as compared with the moon,
though it was too slight to be subdivided by prismatic
dispersion. The equatorial streamers could be followed
by the naked eye to three or three-and-a-half solar
diameters; they were observed to have a structure similar
to mother-o'-pearl. The new planet Eros was successfully
observed photographically during the eclipse, but it will
probably be some time before we know whether the photo-
graphic search for an intra-mercurial planet has been
successful or the reverse.

R. MULLINEUX W A L M S L E Y .

AMERICAN NOTES.

IHE first meeting of the American Library
Association held on British soil, June 7-12,
1900 (not including the international
meetings of 1877 and 1897), was eminently
successful. There were 450 members in
attendance, making, with one exception,

the largest meeting during the twenty-five years of the
history of the Association. We were royally entertained in
Montreal, all the local arrangements, including the weather,
being wellnigh perfect.

The session devoted to Canadian libraries was one of
the most interesting, as was the session on library work for
children. A Canadian Library Association was formed,
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which will affiliate with the American Library Association
in somewhat the same relation as the State Associations.

By far the most important feature of the conference was
the report of the Co-operation Committee, which gave
evidence of careful and discriminating work. They re-
ported a feasible plan of co-operation for printing catalogue
cards. The matter has been under discussion since 1876,
and everyone has realized the needless waste involved in
hand- or type-written work. Indeed, various schemes of
co-operation have been tried, and the results since 1897
have been fairly satisfactory to the small number of
libraries using the cards. It has been necessary, however,
for all subscribing libraries to subscribe for all the cards
printed. The new plan, which has been referred to the
Publishing Board for action, provides that each library be
at liberty to buy only such cards as it needs. We car
therefore expect confidently that in the near future the bulk
of the cataloguing work of the country, both for old and
new books, will be done at a central bureau, and more
thoroughly and cheaply done, and quite as rapidly, as by
the present process. The adoption of a plan of co-
operative cataloguing likely to be followed by libraries of
all sizes and types marks a distinct step in advance.

The change is hailed with rejoicing by the librarians
because the money thus set free may be used in buying
more books and in improving the quality of the library
service. One librarian said during the discussion of the
report, ' I want to save money by co-operative cataloguing
in order to pay higher salaries to my branch librarians.'

This sentence is the keynote to one of the strongly
marked tendencies of our library thought and practice,
and one which I would like to emphasize in the present
number of ' American notes.' The tendency is towards
universality. It is as if the library world were working
under the stress of an authoritative command: 'Go ye
into the whole country, and offer the free use of good
books to every man, woman, and child.' The movement

 at U
niversity of Iow

a L
ibraries/Serials A

cquisitions on A
pril 19, 2015

http://library.oxfordjournals.org/
D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://library.oxfordjournals.org/


436 AMERICAN NOTES.

towards universality differentiates itself into two modes of
expression: ( i ) City library systems; (2) Organized
State work. The early crude thought was that every
town and city should have a free library; the present
thought is, every city must have a library system, i.e., a
central library with branches in every ward, just as it has a
public school system with a school building in every ward,
a fire department with an engine-house in every ward, and
a central post-office with free delivery to every house, and
post-boxes on every corner. The average man and
woman cannot afford the time or expense involved in
drawing books from a central library, therefore we must
give them the books near their homes. How far will
people go for books is one of our current questions.
Present experience leads us to believe that they will go
only from a mile to a mile and a half. Such a conclusion
would necessitate a branch library every two or three
miles throughout the city.

Perhaps a picture of ideal library conditions in an
American city will help to a practical understanding of the
matter. This picture represents not my ideal alone, but
one commonly recognized and acted upon by librarians
all over the country. In a later letter I would like to give
a report of • actual conditions in representative cities,
following that by the ideal and the actual conditions in
organized State work.

Ideal library conditions presuppose a free library sup-
ported by taxation and enriched by endowment, housed in
a noble and beautiful central building, and provided with
branches so distributed through the city that every resident
will have access to the books within a mile of his home.
Each branch library is in charge of a librarian who knows
both intelligently and sympathetically the life of the
district, and under his or her enthusiastic leadership the
library becomes the natural centre of all the forces that
tend to better citizenship and purer home life in that part
of the city. Each branch library is a centre of efficient
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children's work, and is in charge of a good children's
librarian. A home library system for poor children l is
organized and inspired by the children's librarians. Each
public school has its appropriate reference library, and
receives from the public library an adequate supply of
supplementary reading to illustrate instruction in all sub-
jects. The libraries take the initiative in keeping in touch
with the great mass of working people, and in doing this
utilize their recognized and natural leaders. They co-
operate actively with all study clubs, with all plans *br free
lectures, including university extension.

Ideal library facilities in any city involve ample pro-
vision for the scholar and the investigator. This includes
first an all-round general reference library, preferably as a
department in the central building of the free library sys-
tem, though it may exist as a separate endowed institution,
free to all. Special provision is also made for the pro-
fessions in the shape of law libraries, medical libraries,
theological libraries, architectural libraries, engineering
libraries, etc. These are not necessarily free, but they are
liberally administered, and afford every facility to pro-
fessional men, upon whom the community is so dependent
for life, protection, and development. The city also has a
library of natural sciences, of the fine arts, and of history,
including local history and genealogy. All these libraries
of special subjects are in active communication with
libraries in the same line in other cities, and each enlarges
its facilities by inter-library loans of books. The college
library of the city amply fulfils the two functions of pro-
viding supplementary material for undergraduate work
and of serving as a laboratory for the original investigator
in history, philosophy, and other sciences. The librarians
of each of these libraries and all heads of departments and
of branches are men and women with liberal education, and
professional training, with broad experience and knowledge

1 For account of home libraries see ' Library Journal,' vol. xix.,
page C 9-13.
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of life, courteous, considerate, sympathetic, with the
natural qualities of the born leader. They receive salaries
which enable them constantly to give themselves at their
best to the library, and they work together in a beautiful
spirit of harmony and co-operation for the library interests
of the whole city. Each librarian and each individual
library worker in each institution is moved by a common
high ideal.

SALOME CUTLER FAIRCHILD.

NOTES ON BIBLIOGRAPHY AND BOOK-
COLLECTING.

[R. WILLIAM ROBERTS has recently
contributed a very useful list of catalogues
of English book-sales to c Notes and
Queries/ the first list of the kind, as far
as we know, since those contributed by
Mr. F. Norgate to the first series of' The

Library' (vol. iii.) in 1891, one of which dealt with some
of Sotheby's sales, the other with those of Evans, from
1812 to 1845. Mr. Roberta's list is a miscellaneous one,
bebg based almost entirely on what must be a very fine
collection of upwards of a thousand sale-catalogues in his
own possession, covering a period of more than a century,
from such an early sale as that of John Barber in 1766, to
the beginning of Mr. Slater's ' Book-Prices Current' in
1887. Despite its avowed incompleteness it is thus quite
large enough to form a valuable contribution to the com-
plete list of English book sales from 1676 onwards, which,
now that Mr. Slater's book provides a definite terminus,
ought certainly to be taken up. A good many nibbles
have already been made in preparation for such a list, by
the old Sotheby lists, the latest of which come down to
1830; by Mr. Norgate in ' The Library ' ; by the present
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